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Changes in Teacher Education Students’ Perceptions of Professional Ethics:

Effects of Case-Based Compliance Training Using Teacher Misconduct Cases

Yasuyuki Kaneko * Chika Inoue * Shinichiro Yamauchi

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine how students enrolled in a teacher education program at Shizuoka University
perceive teacher misconduct and how their views on teacher ethics change after participating in a compliance training program
delivered by a teacher affiliated with a board of education. The participants were third-year undergraduate students who were
about to begin their teaching practicum. Free-response questionnaires were administered before and after the training, and the
two sets of textual data were analyzed and compared using text mining techniques.

The results showed that, prior to the training, students’ responses primarily reflected normative evaluations of teacher
misconduct and an understanding of such misconduct as a social problem based largely on news media coverage. In contrast,
after the training, categories such as “the development of teacher self-awareness through case-based learning” and “a shift from
viewing misconduct as someone else’s problem to recognizing it as one’s own risk” emerged. These findings indicate that
students came to perceive teacher misconduct as a realistic issue that could potentially involve themselves. Furthermore, the
category “understanding the structural nature of misconduct and recognizing that good intentions can also constitute risk factors”
suggested a shift away from attributing misconduct to individual moral deficiencies toward understanding it as a structural
issue shaped by situational and relational factors, accompanied by an orientation toward considering concrete preventive actions.

Overall, the findings suggest that this compliance training program has the potential to transform teacher education students’
understanding of teacher misconduct toward a preventive perspective grounded in personal responsibility and structural
awareness. This study contributes to the literature by highlighting the educational significance and practical potential of
misconduct prevention education at the pre-service teacher training stage.
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