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The Significance and Potential of Learning to Explore the History of Problem-
Solving in Local Communities in Elementary School Social Studies Teacher
Training:

Using Local Areas as Teaching Materials to Discover the Ideal Citizen

(Daisuke MURAI)

Abstract

This study examines the results and challenges of a university course designed to train elementary
school social studies teachers that explores the history of problem—solving in familiar local
communities. The lessons were developed based on the social studies practices by Kuranosuke WAKASA,
and their theoretical background is based on the “sociology of social problems” and “parrhesia.” The
following results were obtained from the lessons: 1) Through collaborative activities, students
explored the history of problem—solving in their local communities from multiple perspectives and
methods, thereby learning how to incorporate local issues into their classes. 2) By empathizing with
a person who has worked to solve problems in their local community, the students deepened their
thoughts on the kind of citizen they aspire to become in social studies classes. These findings clarify

how teachers can address social issues in their classes.
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