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Developing a School-Reform Perspective in Preservice Teacher Education:
A Spiral Development Model of Discussion through the Case Method

Nakamura Michitaro, Kamazuka Yuko, Inaba Hidehiko and Takeuchi Shinichi

Abstract

This study analyzes a case-method discussion class using a case on school reform to clarify how preservice teachers reconstruct
their views of reform and reposition themselves as actors in change, while re-examining a “spiral development model” in which
discussion deepens through divergence and convergence. Findings show that learners relativized roles (leader, support agent,
cautious member, resistor, bystander) and reorganized their participation by attending to others’ rationales and constraints. The
process was captured as a “spiral development model articulated through six inquiry phases” (problem grasping, perspective
shifting, overviewing, critiquing, integrating, reconsidering), with turning points driven by issue redefinition, explicit
justification, and revaluing minority views. Learning was supported by psychological safety, question design for multiple
perspectives, norms for justification, and facilitation by the discussion leader. The classroom transformation process also
suggests the potential of case discussions to inform preservice teachers’ understanding of reform practice in schools.
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